Baby

Alcohol

...continued from Page 1A

more women here who were
either expecting or about to
deliver, and we didn’t know
who was going to get here
ﬁrst.
“We live probably 15
to 20 minutes away from the
hospital, and I just barely got
Crystal here before her water
broke. Anastasia was ready to
get here, for sure.”
Although Anastasia
decided to make her own due
date, coming more than a week
after her expected delivery,
her parents did not have to
wait long for their little bundle
of joy to get here once they
reached Union General.
“We got here and he
rolled me into the emergency
room,” said Bryant. “I started
banging on the clipboard on
the counter and I just wanted
her out of me. She came nine
days after her due date, all of
my children came late, but
there was just something about
her. She was ready to be here
and there was no stopping it or
waiting around.
“They got me up on the
bed, and the doctor wasn’t even
in the room yet, but I couldn’t
hold her any longer. So, she got
here before the doctor could
even make it to us.”
A short 11 minutes after
stepping foot into the hospital
and there she was, happy
and healthy, weighing in at 9
pounds 2 ounces and being
22-inches long.
“She’s got long legs,”
said Bryant. “She’s not the
biggest of my children, though.
My other little girl was bigger
than her. Our son was the runt,
and he was still a pretty big
baby.”
While the couple decided
against learning the sex of the
baby before she arrived, the
decision of picking a name
was still a difﬁcult one. Since

Heaton
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Anastasia Skye Radford

the pair already has a son and
a daughter whose names were
the ﬁrst on their lists, the two
had to think long and hard
about what to name their third
child.
“We have one boy and
one girl,” said Bryant. “The
ﬁrst time we were pregnant,
the ﬁrst thing we did was get
names out of the way. So,
it’s one of those names that
we picked from that pile of
names. Ever since I was little,
I’ve always loved the name
Anastasia after the Russian
princess.
“Corey went to school
with a boy named Skye and
we both liked that name, and
it was the only thing that really
went with Anastasia, cause
it’s such a long and foreign
name.”
As for the couple’s
choice of hospital, both
Radford and Bryant said they
preferred Union General over
anywhere around, speaking
highly of the doctors, nurses
and care they received during
the duration of the pregnancy
and the delivery.
“This is a better hospital,
better doctors,” said Bryant.
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controlled substance by forgery,
according to Cherokee County,
NC, Sheriff Derrick Palmer at
that time.
Previously, Gowder
and Dr. Heaton received 2016
continuances in their North
Carolina cases from March 28
to April 4, then from April 4 to
July 11, from July 11 to Nov.
7, and now each to a Feb. 27
administrative session.
Heaton and Gowder were
arrested in Union County on
Feb. 4, 2016, Gowder for three
counts of fraudulently obtaining
a controlled substance, one
count of conspiracy; and Heaton
for 40 counts of unauthorized
distribution and dispensation
of controlled substances, one
count of conspiracy.
Dr. David Gowder, Mike’s
brother, was also arrested for 36
counts of fraudulently obtaining
a controlled substance and
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seven counts of unauthorized
distribution and dispensation
of controlled substances. Three
other Gowder family members
were arrested in connection
with the incidents in question.
When asked in November
about these cases in Union
County, which did not appear
on either of the two sessions of
the July Term 2016 Indictments
of the Union County Grand
Jury, Enotah Judicial Circuit
District Attorney Jeff Langley
said that his ofﬁce was currently
going through evidence recently
provided by the Union County
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
He did add that there
will be movement on the
Gowders/Heaton cases in the
“near future,” though he said
he couldn’t comment on when
that might be.
The Union County Grand
Jury met recently to hand up

“It’s better care, better service.
The nurses here are just
wonderful.”
The happy family was
thankful for a gift basket for
baby Anastasia, provided by
the hospital, which included
many useful items such as
bonnets, bibs, blankets, baby
wash and more for the new
bundle of joy.
After months of
anticipation and waiting, the
couple was almost at a loss
for words, overwhelmed by
the happiness and thrill of
ﬁnally having their beautiful
little girl with them at last,
and they could not wait to take
her home.
“I had my eyes closed
the whole time during the
delivery,” said Bryant. “I
could feel Corey lean over to
announce what it was, and you
could hear the excitement in
his voice.
“It took me a while to
ﬁnally be able to hold her, but
it just felt good having her in
my arms and not inside me
anymore. And this right here,
she’s happy. She’s content.”
indictments for its January
Term 2017, though the North
Georgia News had not obtained
copies of those documents as
of press time Monday, and was
therefore unaware of any such
movement in the above cases.
The scope of the
investigation conducted by
the sheriff’s office dates to
when Dr. David Gowder was
arrested in Fannin County in
April of 2015, up to and beyond
the February 2016 arrests of
Gowder, four of his relatives
and Dr. Heaton.
According to authorities,
a multiagency investigation is
still ongoing in the case.
Agencies involved in the
investigation at the time of the
Union County arrests were the
DEA Tactical Diversion Squad,
the DEA Digital Forensics
Lab, the Georgia Drugs and
Narcotics Agency, the Union
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce, and the
Cherokee County NC Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce.

anything in his hand or
possessions. We do not allow
our underage operatives to
carry IDs in there with them,
whether real or fake. When
they enter the store, they have
to relay their correct day of
birth, and age, if asked.
“When he came out of
the store, he had a white bag
with a six pack of Miller High
Life and the change from the
purchase.
“I contacted the local
law enforcement and they
came out to handle the seller,
and I served an administrative
citation against the state
alcohol license.”
According to the
employee, the store was very
busy during the sale of the
alcohol, and they simply
became nervous from the
volume of customers in the
store, resulting in the failure
to properly conﬁrm the date of
birth. The employee accepted
full responsibility for the
violation and did not deny the
incident.
The employee who sold
to the minor was also the
managing agent for the gas
station, meaning they held the
alcohol license for the store.
Due to this, both Blairsville
Mayor Jim Conley and the
council decided it was best that
the store be required to ﬁnd a
new managing agent before
being allowed to sell alcohol
again, in concordance with the
alcohol ordinance.
In addition, the council
voted unanimously that
the Blairsville Marathon
would be ﬁned $150 for the
violation since this was the
management’s ﬁrst offense.
“It will take 60 days
before we can get a new person
in there to be a managing
agent,” said Mayor Conley.
“The Marathon will have to
go through the same routine
as someone applying for a new
license for a new business that
sells alcohol.”
Blairsville Marathon
is not an alcohol vendor at

Blairsville City Councilwomen Rhonda Mahan and Betty
Easter

The Blairsville City Council was glad to be back in session for
the new year.

this time, and all alcohol has
been removed from the store
until both the fine is paid
and a new managing agent is
determined.
Also during the meeting,
the council voted on council
department liaisons and
mayor pro tempore. These
appointments are as follows.
Councilwoman Martha
Cone will serve as liaison for
the Blairsville Airport.
Councilman Buddy
Moore will act as liaison for
the City Water and Sewer
Department.

Councilman Tony Dyer
will serve as liaison on behalf
of city streets upkeep.
Councilwoman Rhonda
Mahan will act as a liaison
for the Blairsville Police
Department.
Councilwoman Betty
Easter will continue her
work with the Union County
Historical Society, as will
Mahan with the Downtown
Development Authority.
Moore was also
reappointed as mayor pro
tem.

Dr. Heaton was arrested in Union County on Feb. 4, 2016 at his Blairsville ofﬁce by investigators
with the Union County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.

LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

706-781-3015 • 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

Susan Anderson • Glory McGinn
Lindsey Gaylord • Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter • Sasha Watson

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.
FlipFlip
VarneyVarney
Financial Advisor
.

Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts
Way Suite 2
.
Blairsville,
30512
178GABracketts
Way Suite
706-835-1385
Blairsville, GA 30512
www.edwardjones.com

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
FREE
706-835-1209
DELIVERY!

2

706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

Member SIPC

‘
SAVE 20%

on Interior Repainting

if you Reserve before December 15th

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409

Guided Horseback Rides
Holiday Special and Gift Certificates

706•400•2988

Give a special gift to the horse
enthusiasts in your life
Save 20% on gift
certificates over $70

Book a 1 hour ride in
December for $25 (cash)
$28 credit card

Call 706-745-5252
Offer Expires

Mention this Ad ~ Reservations Required
Cannot be combined with other offers

12/24/2016
www.TrackrockStables.com

Michelin

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults
Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia
63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing
BFG
Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Uniroyal
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Art Centre

burgers & southern eats

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town

Winter Hours:
Monday - Saturday 11AM-9PM
Sunday 11AM-3PM

Blairsville GA 30512
(706) 835-1257

Downtown Blairsville, One Block from
the Square, across from City Hall

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Budget

Blinds

1FSTPOBM-PBOTt4UBSUFS-PBOTt$POTPMJEBUJPO-PBOTBOENPSF
www.1ffc.com

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Financial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

®

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

We
Make
Loans.
s..

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek
706-994-8973
or 706-745-6343

