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for residents to support the
formation of a local gun club
and shooting range, and the
members of the public who
gathered that evening answered
his call with resounding action.
To g e t h e r, t h o s e i n
attendance took the ﬁrst step in
organizing the club by voting to
name it the Union County Gun
Club, as suggested by Sheriff
Mason, and they also donated
more than $1,600 in cash toward
getting the club going.
Union County has never
had a gun club or range for
residents to practice shooting,
meaning gun owners either must
shoot on their own property or
travel to another community to
shoot at a non-local range.
Even local law
enforcement must rely on private
property owners donating the
use of their land for shooting
practice, which is necessary
because UCSO and Blairsville
PD peace ofﬁcers are required
by the state to requalify with
duty weapons annually.
With the formation of
the Union County Gun Club,
however, all of that is likely
to change in the foreseeable
future.
Sheriff Mason, who
vowed to be a spokesman for
the club, is heartened by the
response he’s seen already by
more than 200 members of the
public.
“We can talk all we want
to – with action, we’ll get things
done,” said Sheriff Mason.
“We’re beyond the talking,
now. We’ve got action going.
I want to thank everyone who
attended the meeting to start the
gun club.”
Within 72 hours of the
July 10 meeting, the club had
acquired an IRS number and
attained LLC status thanks
to the pro bono legal work of
Hiawassee attorney Russell
Stookey.
Furthermore, the club
took on volunteers that evening
to serve as a temporary board,
which is working in the short
term to shore up the framework
of the club.
This board is currently
engaged in getting a bank
account set up for donations and
membership fees, establishing
bylaws and rules for the
club, and setting up regular
communications with gun club
members.

The sheriff standing alongside volunteers to make up the Union
County Gun Club Board. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

Moving forward, the
most immediate goal of the gun
club will be to secure enough
ﬂat land for a shooting range
geared toward pistol and longrange shooting, and the board is
weighing several options.
“We’ve got just about
everything we need to get this
off the ground, and we just now
need the terra ﬁrma to make it all
come together,” said Paul Clark,
who was voted chairman of the
gun club board the night of the
big community meeting.
Initially suggested by the
sheriff, the club is exploring
the possibility of entering into
a land-lease agreement with
the U.S. Forest Service, since
a significant percentage of
Union County land – some 47.4
percent, or 97,866 acres/153
square miles – is under Forest
Service control.
This would, in effect,
allow people to shoot on land
that already belongs to everyone,
explained Sheriff Mason, as
Forest Service land belongs to
the federal government, which
in turn belongs to the people.
The board is also
considering and welcoming
of any private land donations
from interested philanthropic
residents of the county, and has
expressed interest in purchasing
or leasing private land if other
options remain unavailable.
Funds for land purchases
or leases would come from money
raised through membership fees
and donations made to the
club, though the club is also
investigating whether SPLOST
funds might be available for the
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venture.
The board would also
welcome smaller land donations
that could be used to establish
separate sites for distinct types
of shooting, such as a site for
pistol shooting and a site for
long range shooting.
A n d S h e r i ff M a s o n
sees the gun club as a way for
residents to put their right to
bear arms into practice.
“We’re supporters of the
Second Amendment, supporters
of people’s right to have and
bear arms, the right of the people
to defend themselves,” said
Sheriff Mason. “When you
punch 911, law enforcement
will come, but their own bullets
will get there faster.
“You need to be able to
defend yourself. What do you
want? Do you want to be able to
defend yourself or do you want
to be at some thug’s mercy? I
encourage every law-abiding
citizen that wants a ﬁrearm to
have one and be proﬁcient in
the use thereof.”
In attendance for
the meeting were dozens of
veterans, as well as members of
the Northeast Georgia Friends of
the NRA and the North Georgia
Chapter of The Well Armed
Woman, and a representative
of the NRA’s Women on Target
gun clinic.
For more information or
to become involved, contact
the Union County Gun Club at
P.O. Box 442, Blairsville, GA
30514, or reach out to Sheriff
Mack Mason at sheriffmason@
unioncountysoga.org.

for his wife, Cayce Friedly.
In the meeting, Mrs.
Friedly received a resolution in
recognition of her husband, as
well as an Army of Tennessee
Battle Flag to commemorate
the occasion.
“David thoroughly
enjoyed his afﬁliation with this
camp, and he helped to found
it as one of the organizing,
chartering members,” said
Mrs. Friedly. “He spent a lot
of his time doing historical
research, mainly concerning
the era of the Confederacy.
“Each of these men just
meant a lot to him, even though
in the last few years he was
really unable to participate
fully. He did their newsletter for
probably 15 years and learned
a lot in the process. He enjoyed
disseminating information, so
he really enjoyed doing the
newsletter.”
A fan and friend of
history and historical topics,
David also participated in
the Union County Historical
Society over the years, both
in building its website and
furthering its historical
mission.
In 2003, Friedly was
named “Preservationist of
the Year” by the historical
society, and he served on the
organization’s board for many
years.
“Even though he
wasn’t born and raised in this
community, he really adopted
it as his own,” said Cayce. “He
was always really interested in
the history of Union County
and Blairsville.
“During his retirement
years, that’s where his interests
went, and that’s what he
enjoyed pursuing, was learning
about the local history.”
One of David’s longtime
friends, SCV Compatriot
Elmer Hogue, delivered words
of kindness in the July 13
meeting.
“If you wanted to know
something about anything – I
don’t care what it was – and
you couldn’t ﬁgure it out or
find it out, you’d just call
David,” said Hogue. “If he was
interested in it, he probably
already knew the answer.
“If your question
interested him, he’d ﬁnd out
what the answer was, then

Cayce Friedly and local SCV Cmdr. David Junghans. Photo/
Shawn Jarrard

distinguished service to our
nation and his outstanding
contributions to the Sons of
Confederate Veterans which
he honorably and faithfully
served for many years.
“Now, therefore be
it resolved that this Camp,
Sons of Confederate Veterans,
does mourn the passing of our
comrade and compatriot, that
we commend to all men his
works, and to God his spirit.
“Be it further resolved
that in token of our common
grief, a copy of this resolution
be presented to his next of kin,
and that copies be spread on
the minutes of this camp, sent
to the Division, and General
Headquarters of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans.”
The resolution was
signed by Camp Cmdr. David
Junghans and Camp Adjutant
Harold Levi.
Also in attendance
were members of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy
and other friends of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans.

call you back and tell you.
He was a good historian. He
liked to delve into the nitty
gritty of things that went on
history wise, particularly if it
had something to do with the
Confederacy.
“David was a good
friend, and those are hard to
come by.”
At the close of the
presentation, Camp Chaplain
Edward Massengale played
“Ashoken Farewell,” a modern
song that has come to be
associated with Civil War
remembrances.
The David W. Payne
Camp 1633 Sons of Confederate
Veterans Resolution in honor
of David Friedly reads as
follows:
“It has pleased Almighty
God, the Great Commander,
to summon to His immortal
legions our beloved comrade
David Wayne Friedly.
“We humbly bow to the
will of Divine Providence,
while ever cherishing in our
hearts the memory of his

YARNS of all KINDS
Needles • Classes
Books • Patterns • Notions
HOURS:

Monday - Saturday:
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
64 Brackets Way, Suite 6
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

706-835-1078

LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
Art Centre

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512

Located in Blairsville, GA

(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

706-781-1423

706•400•2988
391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Horse Camp
Summer at Trackrock Stables

Daily or Weekly
Beginning June 5

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing
BFG
Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Uniroyal
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

Get up to $50 off*
706-745-5252

Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations
required.

Michelin

www.Trackrock.com

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

All
FREE
Materials
ESTIMATES Furnished

Impact Design, Inc.

Owner, LuAnn Head
307C Cleveland Street • Blairsville, GA 30512
706-400-5674

Laser Engraving • Custom Apparel • Promotional Products

Website: impactdesigninc.co

Installing
Insulation
Hanging
Sheetrock
Finishing
Texturing

ICH
DRYWALL

706-745-5307

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

FlipFlip
VarneyVarney
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.

Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts
Way Suite 2
.
Blairsville,
30512
178GABracketts
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706-835-1385
Blairsville, GA 30512
www.edwardjones.com

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
FREE
706-835-1209
DELIVERY!

706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

Member SIPC

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Budget

Blinds
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®

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

‘

WAZOO! Quilting

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

burgers & southern eats
Monday - Thursday 11AM-9PM
Friday & Saturday 11AM-10PM
Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from
the Square, across from City Hall

We
Make
Loans.
s..
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www.1ffc.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Financial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

www.budgetblinds.com

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

706-400-5716
Hours:
Monday-Friday
10-5
Saturday 10-4

294 Hwy. 515-Suite A • Blairsville, GA 30512
“Affordable Quality” in Locally Handcrafted
Furniture & Cabinetry, Custom WoodCarved Screen Doors and Unique Decor!

North Georgia Sales LLC

Tax Problems? Tax Solutions!

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30 • Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net • (706) 632-2727
950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

We understand that finding the perfect
combination of quality and affordability can
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to
provide the best buying experience possible.

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Serving North Georgia for 30 years
417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

