Haunted Tour
this week, as the team behind
the Union County Haunted
History Tour holds its first
of several events, starting
Tuesday, Oct. 17.
The tour is a walking
tour that will begin at the Old
Union General Hospital on
Hunt Martin Street, a place
that has surely seen its fair
share of interesting things over
the years.
From there, the tour
will head over to the New
Blairsville Cemetery, currently
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home to many past residents,
then to Blairsville City Hall,
which is housed within the Old
Rock Jail.
After that, the tour will
continue to the Union County
Historic Courthouse before
making its way back to the old
hospital.
All throughout the tour,
a volunteer tour guide will lead
people through the different
areas, such as the hospital
and courthouse, which will be
manned by other volunteers

Burglary

who will offer local lore
and possibly even recently
collected evidence of potential
ghostly phenomena in certain
places.
Tours are currently
scheduled to begin at 4 p.m., 5
p.m. and 6 p.m. on the remaining
Tuesdays and Thursdays in
October, excluding Halloween
night: Oct. 17, Oct. 19, Oct. 24
and Oct. 26.
The Union County
H a u n t e d H i s t o r y To u r
Facebook page also lists four
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said.

UCSO Deputy Rick
Henry was dispatched to an
early morning call on Oct.
7 in Eastern Union County
regarding a burglary, Detective
Lt. Osborn said.
A resident in Eastern
Union County reported that
$10,000 in cash and a handgun
had been stolen from his
garage area. Two suspicious
characters, later identiﬁed as
Sterlachini and Lafferty, had
been spotted in the area prior
to the burglary, sheriff’s reports
show.
“We had a call earlier
in the week regarding two
suspicious young males at a
closed convenience store,”
Detective Lt. Osborn said.
“We acted on that incident,
and interviewed that store’s
clerk.”
A hunch led ofﬁcers to a
local convenience store where
after questioning the store’s
clerk, that it was discovered that
two men ﬁtting the description
of the suspects had been in the
store and paid for a purchase
with a $100 bill.
The clerk also spotted a
roll of $100 bills being stuffed
into the pocket of one of the
two young men.
The clerk told authorities
that the two had been hanging
out at the store, trying to
sell drugs to customers. The
clerk called 911, and Deputy
Alan Patton responded.
The two were gone before
Deputy Patton arrived, but
the clerk remembered the two
individuals.
Detective Lt. Osborn
and Deputy Henry set up

surveillance of the area,
realizing that the two had made
the store a hang out.
About noon on Oct.
7, they spotted Sterlachini.
Having identified him as a
suspect, Detective Lt. Osborn
patted Sterlachini down.
During the pat down, Detective
Lt. Osborn discovered a roll of
$100 bills amounting to $5,000
in cash.
“I asked him where the
other gentleman was, and he
took us to him,” Detective Lt.
Osborn said.
When the ofﬁcers arrived
at the location where Lafferty
was, they questioned his father
and stepmother. Lafferty was
said to be asleep, however,
the officers saw something
else happening – Lafferty was
overdosed.
Lafferty was transported
to Union General Hospital, and
later, lifeﬂighted to Northeast
Georgia Medical Center
in Gainesville for medical
treatment.
“We told Lafferty’s
parents that the two were
suspects in a burglary earlier
that day,” Detective Lt. Osborn
said. “We were allowed
to search the premise, we
discovered all but $1,500 of
the remaining cash. We also
found the handgun. And, we
found two handguns reported
stolen out of Virginia.”
The handguns reported
stolen out of Virginia are a
.40 caliber handgun, and a 9
mm handgun, Detective Lt.
Osborn said.
The officers also
discovered an unknown
powder substance, believed

to be synthetic fentanyl; 42
viles of an unknown substance
that they were told was liquid
Xanex.
“We believe the 42
viles are heroin,” Detective
Lt. Osborn said. “We also
discovered less than an ounce
of marijuana, and numerous
rounds of ammunition of the .40
caliber and 9 mm variety.”
The o ff icer s b eg an
to communicate with law
enforcement in Virginia. Both
Sterlachini and Lafferty are
well known to law enforcement
in that state.
“We were told that
these two individuals were
gang members,” Detective Lt.
Osborn said. “Also, Lafferty
is believed to have provided
heroin to someone that
overdosed in Virginia.”
Lafferty, who had been
in Intensive Care at Northeast
Georgia Medical Center in
Gainesville, left the hospital.
He was later discovered in
Virginia, and law enforcement
there taking him into custody
for Union County.
Both are charged with
ﬁrst-degree burglary, possession
of a controlled substance with
intent to distribute, possession
of a controlled substance,
possession of a ﬁrearm or knife
during the commission of a
crime, theft by bringing stolen
property across state lines, and
possession of marijuana, less
than an ounce.
Sterlachini is being
held without bail at the Union
County Detention Center;
Lafferty is awaiting extradition
to Union County.
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All tour proceeds will go paranormal people who have
November dates: Nov. 7, Nov.
to the Union County Historical gone through the buildings and
9, Nov. 14 and Nov. 16.
Tickets are $10 for Society. Tour volunteers through the properties around,
adults and $5 for children, include members of the and they have discovered some
though kids 10 and under can Historical Society, local county strange activity.
“But the people who
take the tour for free. For more and city government ofﬁcials,
will
be
leading the tours and
and
several
business
leaders
information or for tickets, call
meeting with people in the
the Union County Historical and community members.
“This is as much a history buildings are people who are
Society at (706) 745-5493 to
RSVP and pre-pay for a spot tour as it is a ghost tour,” said local and know the history of
Historical Society President the community.”
on one of the tours.
Of course, the tour is Libby Stevens. “We have had
all about having fun while
revisiting some of Blairsville’s
CRUISIN’ WITH
most lurid and interesting
h i st o r y a n d p l a c e s n e a r
GOOD NEIGHBORS
downtown, all while supporting
the Union County Historical
Society.
The idea for the tour
came into being about a year
include street rods special inago, when Schmitt met Tobie
terest, antiques, new car class
Chandler.
import cars, classic cars, moChandler is the tourism
torcycles, corvettes, jeeps, and
director for the Blairsvillepick-ups.
Union County Chamber of
There will be dash
Commerce, and she asked
plaques for the ﬁrst 150 cars,
him then if he’d be interested
The Good Neighbors door prizes, and music all day
in researching the area for a
Auto Club will be having its long. Chick-ﬁl-A sandwiches
possible haunted tour.
Schmitt moved to Union 33rd Annual Car and Truck and hot dogs will be available
County last year from New Show Saturday, October 21, all throughout the show.
Registration is 8 a.m. to
Jersey, where he is known 2017 behind the United Comfor his associations with munity Bank on Highway 12 noon and awards will be
515 in Blairsville, GA. It will given out 3 p.m. NT(Oct18,Z15)CA
otherworldly activity.
“I’m a paranormal
investigator, have been for
about 29 years,” said Schmitt.
“I’ve done big projects for
Philadelphia, for police
Pat Elliott: 706-896-3749 or
departments, for Temple
Richard Paolillo 706-745University Hospital, for a lot
1190.
of big sites.
If you choose to make
“We were brought in on
a
monetary
donation, you
actual operating prisons, and
can
make
checks
payable
do actual scientiﬁc research
to: “The Foster Children’s
to try to ﬁgure out and ﬁnd
As former CASA volout what’s going on in the unteers who created the non- Christmas Program” and
mail to: Pat Elliott, 514 Buck
locations. I was an electrician
proﬁt “Foster Children’s Run, Hiawassee, GA 30546
for 25 years or so, so I’ve
applied my trade skills to Christmas Program,” we are or deposit directly into the
so excited to begin our 18th fund at Park Sterling Bank
paranormal equipment.”
Continued Schmitt: year of providing Christmas in Blairsville or Hiawassee,
“During our investigations presents for the foster chil- GA. All donations go directof the (Blairsville) locations, dren of Towns and Union ly to purchase gifts for the
children.
we came up with some really counties.
With your help in
On behalf of all the
intriguing stuff. We have
thermal imaging of cold spots sponsoring a child and pur- children in foster care, thank
… we have EVPs, especially chasing gifts from their wish you for your generosity!
from (the old hospital). The list, or if you prefer, making And may each of you have a
courthouse, we actually have a monetary donation, we can blessed Holiday Season.
some stuff where whatever it make their Christmas wishes
Towns & Union Foster
was in the environment has come true.
Children’s Christmas ProAs a “sponsor” you gram, Inc., is a non-proﬁt
reached out to communicate
will be mailed a wish list 501(c)3 charity.
with us.
“But the focus of the which includes information
tour is more to do with the about the child – boy or girl,
CLASSIFIED
actual history of the locations, their age, clothing size and
ADS SELL!
to get people out and into the their “Christmas wishes.”
community, which is very
Call to sponsor a fosCall 706-745-6343 or
important.”
ter child or make an inquiry: email ads@nganews.com

Good Neighbors Auto Club
33rd Annual Car and Truck Show

Please sponsor a
Foster Child for Christmas

LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
Art Centre

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512

Located in Blairsville, GA

(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

706-781-1423

706•400•2988
391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Guided Trail Ride
Fall Foliage from Horseback
Book now for your fall foliage
ride in one of North Georgia’s
most beautiful mountain settings
706-745-5252
One & Two Hour Rides offered for rides
through serene woods, open meadows and
mountain streams. Reservations recommended

Michelin

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing
BFG
Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Uniroyal
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

www.Trackrock.com

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Epilepsy
Support Group
Local & Long Hauls

You are not alone!

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator

We meet the last Saturday of the
Month at 3 o’clock at
Cook’s Restaurant in Blairsville, GA

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

George 423-305-8958

20 Years Experience • Insured
706-970-7573

at

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
FREE
706-835-1209
DELIVERY!
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

Serving North Georgia since 1997

Call 706-781-1806

101 Pat Haralson Memorial Dr C,
Blairsville, GA 30512
M - T - W 8AM-5PM
30 Years Experience

Haircuts
Men $11+ • Women $15+

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Budget

Blinds

®

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

burgers & southern eats
Monday - Thursday 11AM-9PM
Friday & Saturday 11AM-10PM
Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from
the Square, across from City Hall

We
Make
Loans.
s..
1FSTPOBM-PBOTt4UBSUFS-PBOTt$POTPMJEBUJPO-PBOTBOENPSF
www.1ffc.com

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Financial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales
154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

Cathy Jarrett

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE
~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs,
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work!
Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

Old Barber, New Town

‘

WAZOO! Quilting

Kevin Chapman

Licensed Insurance Agent
706-781-7832 • cathy@cathyjarrett.com

Life • Health • Medicare Products

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

Annual Enrollment for Medicare
is October 15th - December 7th
Let me help you make the right
decisions concerning your healthcare

