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leave around 8 p.m. to go play a 
gig. He was a jazz piano player 
who was always gainfully em-
ployed on weekends. Before he 
would leave the dinner table to 
go get a cat nap prior to getting 
in his dress suit for the job, he 
would grab an apple or a pear, 
maybe a chunk of cheese or 
some roasted nuts, and sit down 
with all of us around him. He 
would cut up the fruit and pass 
a piece to you on the end of the 
knife. Patiently, you waited your 
turn. It always seemed like a gift, 
because it was delivered with 
such love and grace. This ritual 
was one passed down from gen-
erations, for meal time was syn-
onymous with family time in the 
Sicilian culture.

Family time is precious. 

As parents and grandparents, 
we can’t underestimate what 
these little traditions like making 
cookies at Christmas or letting 
the grandkids argue who is go-
ing to fight over the wishbone on 
Thanksgiving means to them lat-
er in life. We don’t have to suc-
cumb to the “modern” version of 
mealtime, with cell phones buzz-
ing and TV on for background 
noise. We can capture their con-
centration by giving them our 
full attention. By sharing with 
them stories of our past that they 
may not seem to find totally cap-
tivating at the time, they will re-
member and they will share with 
their children someday. I know 
this because I am a product of 
the unfortunate meatless Friday 
dinner, and how I miss it now.  

got up to preach his first ser-
mon and forgot everything he 
had planned to say. Embar-
rassed, he ran from the build-
ing and into the darkness think-
ing that his life was over. But, 
today, if you go to Westminster 
Abbey you will see the grave of 
the great missionary. There are 
no failures buried in these hal-
lowed halls. 

Lou Gehrig was referred 
to as “Piano Legs,” but he set 
an all time high consecutive 
game record of 2,130 games 
and became known as the “Iron 
Man of Baseball.” 

Louis Pasteur’s teacher 
wrote of him as “the meekest, 
smallest, and least promising 
child in my class.” 

During the French and 
Indian War at Fort Necessity, 
a young American officer gave 
in to the enemy, but we don’t 

look at George Washington as a 
failure. Although, he lost two-
thirds of the battles he fought 
during the Revolutionary War, 
he won the war, founded a na-
tion and became the first Presi-
dent of the United States and 
the Father of Our Nation.

Phillip Brooks started 
out as a school teacher. His am-
bition was to teach school. He 
never wanted to be a preacher. 
But when he was dropped from 
his teaching position, God di-
rected him in a different direc-
tion. The next time you sing, O 
Little Town of Bethlehem, be 
encouraged.

Failure need never be 
final. Don’t be depressed that 
you have made some mistakes 
and failed a few times, God may 
have something great waiting for 
you. If you feel you must quit, 
wait until day after tomorrow. 

bers, since new ones are not 
available yet)

A. For 2013, the mill rate 
for Union County was 5.410 as 
compared to Lumpkin County at 
10.436, Rabun County – 8.170, 
Habersham County – 9.635, 
White County – 9.190, Banks 
County – 8.979 and Towns 
County at 5.760.  These are 
very large differences other than 
Towns County.

Q. What do the different 
mill rates mean in actual prop-
erty taxes we pay?

A. Well for a compari-
son, if you had a house and land 
(without homestead exemption) 
worth $200,000 in Union County 
(does not include school tax) you 
would pay $432.00. In Lump-
kin you would pay $834.88, in 
Rabun County you would pay 
$653.60, Habersham,  $770.80, 
White you would pay $770.80, 
Banks you would pay $718.32, 
and Towns you would pay 
$460.80. So other than Towns, 
our property taxes are consider-
ably lower than other counties in 
our region.  

Calculation of property 
tax in this example - House and 
land value $200,000 x 40 per-
cent (assessed value) = $80,000. 
So for all of the examples above, 
even though the property is worth 
$200,000, in Georgia you only 
pay property taxes on 40 percent 
(assessed value) or $80,000 x 
mill rate (80,000 x .005410) =  
$432.00.

Q. How are the school 
and county property taxes di-
vided up? 

A. In the example above 
of a home and /or property 
worth $200,000 (taxable value 
of $80,000 again with no home-
stead or other exemptions to 
make this more simple) you 
would take our total tax rate of 
the county 5.410 mils x $80,000 
= $432.00.  The school mill rate 
is 11.798 x $80,000 = $973.84 
(the school also has one of the 
lowest mill rates in the state). So 

the total property tax bill would 
be $1,405.84, with a very small 
portion going to the state. This 
works out to 31 percent going to 
the county and 68 percent going 
to the school system. 

Q. How much of the 
county budget is spent on sala-
ries as opposed to operations?

A. This is one of the ar-
eas I am most impressed with 
in Union County.  The dedica-
tion and hard work of our em-
ployees have a lot to do with 
this. We have fewer employees 
working harder and because of 
that, our total salaries account 
for only 46.32 percent of our 
budget, while our operation cost 
are  53.68 percent of our bud-
get. Most counties salaries are at 
least 60 percent of their budget if 
not more. So the property taxes 
we collect of $6,600,000 barely 
pay for the employee cost of $ 
6,340,863. Our operation budget 
is $7,347,595 and most of these 
funds do not come from property 
taxes but from all other revenues 
of the county including fees, 
fines and forfeitures and LOST 
sales taxes. 

Without bragging too 
much, this all means that Union 
County is one of the most finan-
cially sound and fiscally strong 
counties in Georgia (for our 
size). While no one likes to pay 
property taxes, we really get a lot 
for our money in this county in 
terms of great parks and facili-
ties, great services including all 
public safety, roads and bridges 
and county maintenance, a good  
court system, and a great Rec-
reation Department, plus out-
standing county employees and 
elected officials.

We all thank you for sup-
porting our county, paying your 
property taxes and helping to 
make this one of the best coun-
ties anywhere with an excep-
tional quality of life at the lowest 
possible cost.  We hope you all 
have a Happy and more impor-
tantly, Healthy 2014!

asked, “Mabel are you okay?” 
Mabel looked up at Granny and 
began to rant and rave. She ac-
cused Granny of slinging her 
out of the truck on purpose on 
account of what had happened 
about the pocket knife, bell and 
watch. 
 Granny said, “May Bell, 
get up from there I am taking 
you home.” And the feud con-
tinued for a couple more years.
 Later on after the feud 
had subsided, Union Hill 
Church decided to build a new 
church. 
 Aunt Mabel and Granny 
were right in the thick of things. 
Granny would cook lunch and 
supper for the workers. 
 And Aunt Mabel was 
helping the men build the 
church. After the building was 
constructed Aunt Mabel took 
it upon herself to paint a mural 
on the wall above the baptismal 
pool. The mural portrayed the 
baptism of Jesus. It was beau-
tiful. Everyone was so pleased 
with the painting. Granny was 
especially proud of Mabel’s 
efforts. She called us in Geor-
gia and said, “You must come 
home and see Sirendy’s paint-
ing.” 
 Granny called Mabel by 
different names depending on 
their relationship at the time. 
But, in the end two women still 
loved and depended on one an-
other. 

enrolled at the VA elsewhere 
for many years. Most of the VA 
employees seemed to genuinely 
want to help me get care soon-
er. But, one nurse did not, and 
volunteered that if I didn’t like 
how they did things here, then I 
should go to another country for 
medical care.
 That comment may have 
been just a flippant remark on 
her part, but, it cut me deeply. I 
am a United States Marine Corps 
veteran with three purple hearts, 
and a bronze star, now 130 per-
cent VA-disabled, who fought 
and sacrificed for THIS country. 

ceived makes this possible for us 
to reach our goal.

We would also like to 
thank our neighboring clubs and 
groups for their constant support 
and friendship. Such as, Blairs-
ville Cruisers, the Georgia Moun-
tain Classics in and around Blue 
Ridge, groups from all over the 
area and several states.

Again, thank you for sup-
porting a worthwhile cause, from 
the members of the Good Neigh-
bors Auto Club.

We had a blast. We wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas 
and a great New Year.
Marcus Tuschel, President
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each one. Their tails were all 
wagging and I got some kisses 
from several of the dogs and 
even one cat leaned over from 
his resting spot and planted one 
on me!

We were shown their pri-
vate cages, then their playroom, 
screened porch room, outside 
running pens for the dogs and 
how the caretaker even takes 
time to train some of the dogs to 
prepare them for their “forever 
homes”. The shelter is sooo 
clean, and every one in the fa-
cility, both  staff and volunteers 
are awesome and you can see 
they love their animals.

Everyone should visit 
the center and meet the won-
derful folks that maintain it and 
meet the “residents” and take 
one or two home.  When we are 
able to add another furry friend 
to our family as we just moved 
here and need to get settled, 
believe me as Arnold S. would 
say, “I’ll be back”!

Ziegenbein...
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Every Monday:
 Boy Scouts #101 United Methodist Ch 7 pm
Children’s Story Time Union County Library 11 am
Kiwanis Club Steve’s Steakhouse Noon 
Civil Air Patrol Blairsville Airport 6:30 pm

Every Tuesday:
Sweet Adelines United Methodist Ch 6:30 pm
Get Fit First UMC 5:15 pm

Every Thursday:
Masonic Luncheon Cooks Restaurant 11:30 am
Rotary Club Cadence Bank Noon
Get Fit First UMC 5:15 pm

Second Monday of each month:
Misty Mtn Quilt Guild Hayesville 10 am-3 pm
Disabled Am Veterans UC Annex, Rm 116 Noon (Jan-Oct)

Second Tuesday of each month:
Historical Society Bd. Old Courthouse 9:30 am
Band Boosters UC Middle School 7:30 pm
          (Aug through May, except Dec)
Beta Sigma Phi Kappa Alpha Chapter 7 pm
Eastern Star #304 Location not listed 7:30 pm
Mtn Laurel Arts/Crafts Union County Library 10 am
Mtn. Reg. Arts/Crafts Library - Young Harris 7 pm
NARFE Grinds & Glazes Noon
FPL Retirees Hole in Wall Rest. 9 am
Mtn. Sounds Dulcimer Sr. Citizens Center 1:30-3:30 pm

Second Wednesday of each month:
Parkinson’s Sup. Grp Cadence Bank 3 pm 
UC Interagency Grp. UC Civic Center Noon
GA Mtn Writers Club Cadence Bank  10 am

Second Thursday of each month:
Sons Confederate Vet. UCB Community Rm  7 pm
Appalachian Shriners  Allegheny Lodge 6:30 pm
Knights of Columbus Marian Hall 7:30 pm
Lions Club Steve’s Cookie Jar 6 pm
Democratic Party UC Senior Center 6:30 pm
Trout Unlimited Cadence Bank 6:30 pm
UC Tea Party Patriots UC Civic Center 7 pm

Second Friday of each month:
Eastern Star #471 Location not listed 7:30 pm 

Second Saturday of each month:
His Victory Riders Blairsville Restaurant 8 am

Union CoUnty

CommUnity Calendar
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small business is a member of 
its local chamber, the business 
enjoys a 49 percent increase 
in its consumer favorability 
rating, a 73 percent increase 
in consumer awareness, a 68 
percent increase in its local 
reputation, and an 80 percent 
increase in the likelihood that 
consumers will patronize the 
business in the future.
 With survey results like 
these in addition to a long 
list of member benefits, it is 
easy to see the value of being 
a member of the Blairsville-
Union County Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 If you are a business 
owner and would like to learn 
more about how you can ben-
efit from membership, contact 
our Chamber at (706) 745-
5789 or me directly at Presi-
dent@BlairsvilleChamber.
com.
 Don’t forget that our 
Business after Hours celebrat-
ing our Business of the Quar-
ter, The Wine Shoppe is com-
ing up on Thursday, Jan. 16, 
2014 from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 
p.m.  Everyone is invited to 
attend. Contact the Chamber 
for details and reservations.

 I can only imagine she 
has no appreciation for the cost 
of freedom she enjoys and how 
the terror of combat never goes 
away.
 I hope this person is never 
again so disrespectful to those 
who have fought for America. I 
pray that she never experiences 
what my Marine Corps squad 
did. And, to those who have 
never had to endure the horrors 
of combat, please do not spit on 
those who did.
Chuck Chaussy,
Blairsville

Wednesday, January 1
2 pm Tour Misty Mountain Model Railroad-16 Misty Mountain Lane 

Monday, January 6
6 pm Alzheimer’s Support Group – Cadence Bank 

Tuesday, January 7
8 am Tri-State Business Women’s  Meeting – Blairsville Restaurant 

Wednesday, January 8
2 pm Friends of Union County Library Meeting-UC Library 

Chamber of Commerce events
For details and future events

see events calendar at www.VisitBlairsvilleGA.com


