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through a bedroom window
and their mother fled through
the door.

The mother and her chil-
dren both arrived at a neigh-
bor's residence and called 911,
sheriff’s reports show.

The gunshot victim also
escaped from Thomas and fled
to the neighbor’s residence,
sheriff’s reports show.

Sheriff Clinton secured
the neighbor’s residence to
prevent Thomas from reach-
ing the family he seemed in-
tent on harming.

Deputies secured a pe-
rimeter and two K-9 teams
were dispatched to locate
Thomas, who had fled on foot
after not being able to return
to his sister's vehicle parked at
a vacant residence, which was
secured by deputies, sheriff's
reports show.

The victims, traumatized
by the event, did not appear to
have any life-threatening inju-
ries.

Once the scene was se-
cure, Sheriff Clinton, assisted
by deputies who formed a

perimeter, were able to get
the victim out of the area and
transport the gunshot victim
to emergency personnel, who
waited at another location free
of harm's way.

They helped the mother
and her children gather per-
sonal belongings from their
home after it was secured, and
safely escorted them from the
area.

The shooting victim
was treated and later released
from a local hospital, sheriff’s
reports show.

Deputies were posted at
the residence of the neighbor,
as well as at the hospital to pre-
vent Thomas from causing any
further harm to the family.

Afterwards, = Thomas
was discovered in the wood
line behind the vacant resi-
dence, where he had parked
his sister's car, and was taken
into custody without incident.

Sheriff Clinton said
the investigation continues
and further details will made
available when they become
available.
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and maintaining a tree inven-
tory of the cities trees and set-
ting up a budget to care for the
trees within the city limits.

“The Blairsville Garden
Club is to be commended for
their effort to keep Blairs-
ville qualified for this honor,”
said Mayor Conley as he ad-
dressed the 50-plus attendees
that braved the rain and cold
to celebrate Blairsville’s con-
tinued distinction.

Garden Club Arbor Day
Chairperson Kathryn Litton
opened the ceremony by giv-
ing a history of the efforts it
took to get the treasured honor
for Blairsville and then wel-
comed the Rev. Travis Adams
of the Mountain Presbyterian
Church to give the invocation.

The Junior Blairsville
Garden Club then led the
Pledge of Allegiance to Old

Local officials and the Blairsville Garden Club celebrate the 2013 Tre

Glory, followed by their club
song the Hymn of Promise
which pledges by all who sing
it, to care for our environment
by taking care of and planting
trees.

Bud Akins, president of
the Union County Historical
Society was on hand to give
the greetings and he recited
something that was taught him
when he was in school “a long
time ago.”

“If everybody would
plant one tree a year then we
would never run out of trees,”
he said.

Akins then introduced
Blairsville Garden Club Pres-
ident-Elect Kay Bryant who
thanked everyone for coming
to the ceremony and invited
Mayor Conley to come for-
ward and read the proclama-
tion signed by he and Paris last
week.

Conley finished by ask-

ing Harkins to come forward
to present Union County and
Blairsville with the Tree City
USA flag.

Harkins was passionate
about the forest land here in
Union County and reminded
everyone that trees are a sus-
tainable resource. Georgia , he
said, has a very large amount
of acreage covered in forest.

“Georgiahasalittle over
37 million acres of which 28.4
million are covered in forest,”
Harkins said. “Most of this
forest is privately owned with
only 2 percent belonging to
the state and federal govern-
ment.

“We have worked hard
in the past to create a good
relationship with private own-
ers and when trees are har-
vested, corporations respond
by replanting 138 percent of
the harvested forest,” Harkins
said. “This really helps Geor-
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gia maintain clean air and tim-
ber as a resource.

"Water quality and
quantity is one of our biggest
concerns and drought hurts
Georgia trees tremendously,"
Harkins said. "You can look
at it this way, for every three-
rain drops that fall in Georgia,
two of those drops land on a
tree somewhere. That is pretty
amazing.”

It was not by chance
that the ceremony took place
the same week as Arbor Day
in Union County and Blairs-
ville.

The Garden Club donat-
ed 10-foot tall hybrid Aurora
Dogwood that was planted
on the grounds at the Mock
House.

It was a fitting end to a
wonderful celebration which
should make all of the resi-
dents of Union County ex-
tremely proud.

GOOCh...continued from Page 1A

state. The bonds weren't an
obligation on us, but, it sends
the wrong message to taxpay-
ers that we're borrowing mon-
ey to build a football stadium
when we can't fund teacher
salaries and we have teacher
furloughs.”

Sen. Gooch said that
Gov. Nathan Deal took that
message back to the Falcons
and told them that there wasn't
enough support for the new
stadium throughout the Gen-
eral Assembly.

“Arthur Blank (Falcons'
owner) started looking for oth-
er opportunities,” Sen. Gooch
said. “It looks like the city of
Atlanta is going to try to help
them out. If the city doesn't do
it, he'll explore other options.

“The city of Atlanta
wants to keep the Falcons in
Downtown to drive its econ-
omy, and that makes sense,”
he said. “If I were mayor of
Atlanta, I would probably feel
the same way.

“However, living in
North Georgia, I feel like we
shouldn't be asked to pay for
it,” he said. “There's no way I
would vote to burden the state
with this venture. So far, in
my district, I haven't had any-
one stand up and say 'man, we
need to build that Falcons Sta-
dium.' There's no support for
it in North Georgia.”

Arthur Blank issued a
statement on the Falcons' Web
site over the weekend saying
he intended to work with the

city of Atlanta on keeping the
new stadium in Downtown.

“We are focusing all of
our time and resources on fi-
nalizing an agreement for the
new stadium in Downtown
Atlanta,” Blank said. “We
appreciate  Mayor (Kasim)
Reed’s strong support in help-
ing us stay downtown, which
is the right place for us to be."

Atlanta Mayor Kasim
Reed says that he is confident
that a “world class” stadium
will be built in Downtown to
house the Falcons.

The Falcons' current
home, the Georgia Dome,
would be demolished follow-
ing the completion of the $1
billion stadium complex.
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Have you or has some-
one you know not finished high
school? Mountain Education
Charter offers an opportunity
to earn a regular high school
diploma to individuals under
21 at no cost. It is a chance to
learn more and earn more!

In hard economic times,
when jobs are scarce, not hav-
ing a high school diploma can
mean having an even more
difficult time finding employ-
ment. According to the 2006
U.S. Bureau of the Census,
even dropouts who found jobs,
earned almost $10,000 less per
year than those who were high
school graduates.

Mountain Education
Charter is an accredited high
school that operates 4 days a
week from 4 p.m. until 9:30.
Because it is self-paced, stu-
dents can arrange their sched-
ules to accommodate other re-
sponsibilities. The staff works
closely with each individual
student to insure success. As
long as a student attends regu-
larly, there is NO failure!

Career planning is also
a priority at MECHS. Stu-
dents receive guidance and
information about their op-
tions following graduation.
With the availability of the
HOPE Scholarship and Grant,

all students are encouraged to
continue their education after
leaving MECHS.

Now is the perfect time
for individuals without diplo-
mas to improve their chances
of finding employment and
increasing financial security

by returning to school. To find
out more about Mountain Edu-
cation Charter, feel free to call
706-745-9575 (Union site) after
4 PM Monday through Thurs-
day for more information. For
information about the Fannin
site, call (706) 632-2081.



