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local proclamation. 
The Rev. Fred Lodge 

said the day is one to come to-
gether in unison to pray.

“It’s a day of impor-
tance,” he said. “For us local-
ly, it’s an opportunity for us to 
come together across denomi-
national lines with our public 
servants that we love and pray 
for everyday, and focus on 
God leading our nation.”

Mayor Conley said the 
day is one to look forward to 
each and every year.

“It’s a day when we’ll 
pray for our community and 
the whole United States,” 

Mayor Conley said. “I would 
love to see our Nation and 
the whole world praying at 
the same time. It’s a time that 
I personally look forward 
to each and every year. It’s 
a time to pray for our com-
munity, our Nation, and the 
world.”

Commissioner Paris 
said the occasion is one of 
great importance.

“We all need to remem-
ber and always know who our 
Creator is, we all need help 
and assistance because we 
can’t do it all on our own,” 
Paris said. “Having spiritual 

help and guidance is some-
thing we all need. It’s also 
nice to know that people take 
the time to pray for their fel-
low man and their Nation as a 
whole. It’s a pretty awesome 
experience.”

Commissioner Paris 
said it is fitting and proper to 
give thanks to God by observ-
ing a day of prayer in Union 
County when all may ac-
knowledge our blessings and 
express gratitude for them, 
while recognizing the need 
for strengthening religious 
and moral values in our state 
and nation. 

Civic prayers and na-
tional days of prayer have a 

long and venerable history in 
our constitutional republic, 
dating back to the First Conti-
nental Congress in 1775.

The Declaration of In-
dependence, our first state-
ment as Americans of national 
purpose and identity, made 
“the laws of Nature and of 
Nature’s God” the foundation 
of our United States of Amer-
ica and asserted that people 
have inalienable rights that 
are God-given. 

“We are all endowed 
with the right to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness, 
which do not come from man 
or government, but from 
God,” Paris said. 

In 1988, federal legisla-
tion set aside the first Thurs-
day in May, each year, as a 
National Day of Prayer. It 
was passed unanimously by 
both Houses of Congress and 
signed by the 40th President, 
Ronald Reagan.

The National Day of 
Prayer is an opportunity for 
Americans of all faiths to join 
in united prayer to acknowl-
edge our dependence on God, 
to give thanks for blessings re-
ceived, to request healing for 
wounds endured, and to ask 
God to guide our leaders and 
bring wholeness to the United 
States and her citizens.

Everyone is invited 

to attend the event at First 
Baptist Church, which will 
include prayers for the mili-
tary, local emergency forces, 
governmental leaders and the 
community.

Event Coordinators 
Richard and Sharon Morrison 
would like to invite every-
one to what they’re calling 
a “united effort and unique 
opportunity for citizens and 
their elected leaders to join 
in united prayer to acknowl-
edge together the sovereignty 
of Almighty God, and to seek 
His guidance and blessings 
for our nation as we depend 
on Him.”

cherish.”
Compatriot Scott Led-

ford spoke about what that 
charge means and how best 
to carry it forward in 2015 
rather than in 1867.

“In order to teach fu-
ture generations, I think we 
have to take a look at how we 
are relevant to future genera-
tions,” he said. “When they’ve 
got a cornucopia of options 
for a Saturday morning on 
what to spend their time on, 
they might come out and do 
something like this instead of 
staying home playing video 

games or watching TV.”
Ledford’s concerns 

are partially over the dwin-
dling attendance of the Sons 
of Confederate veterans, and 
partially over the way the 
South is viewed, and in some 
cases stereotyped, among the 
rest of the United States.

“I have to ask, at a time 
when we’ve got a county of 
20,000 people or so, there’s 
maybe 20 here, and at a time 
when all things Confederate 
or veteran or even South, all 
these things are under con-
stant and heavy attack and 

ridicule, sometimes, I got to 
ask why are we here?” he 
said.

Commander Levi, who 
spoke after Ledford, agreed, 
but he said the problem went 
even deeper than lack of at-
tendance among the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans.

“It’s the involvement, 
or rather lack of involve-
ment, in almost everything,” 
said Levi. “There’s not a sin-
gle organization not having 
membership problems. And 
we need to do something with 
that. Maybe it’s television. 
Maybe it’s all those iPods.”

Ledford put forth a rea-
son that someone might con-

tinue to be interested in the 
four-year history of the Con-
federation.

“I suggest that we do 
this because it matters,” he 
said. “It matters not because 
Stephen Dill Lee says it’s 
supposed to matter to us, be-
cause if you go back over that 
charge, it talks a lot about the 
soldier’s virtues, his values, 
his principles. What about us 
today?”

Ledford maintained that 
the South has a distinct place 
within the United States. It 
has a distinct culture, distinct 
cuisine, distinct symbols, dis-
tinct music, and a distinct way 
of speaking. The South is also 

eclectic, home to many dif-
ferent ethnicities, religions, 
and cultures. 

“I mean you name it,” 
he said, “top to bottom, every 
part of life, there’s something 
unique about the South’s ver-
sion of it. So there’s a lot to 
be proud of and there’s a lot 
to advance.”

Yet there continues to 
be bad media attention and 
stereotypes perpetuated in 
the popular media regarding 
the South. Ledford’s solution 
was to “fight back.” 

“We’ve got to be ag-
gressive about it, folks. I 
mean, when people come 
around, there’s so much igno-

rance out there about South-
ern culture and Southern his-
tory and how it fits in with 
the history of the rest of this 
country,” he said.

Fortunately, he was sur-
rounded by a congregation of 
like-minded individuals who 
had researched the same ver-
sions of history as he.

“You all in particular 
are uniquely positioned and 
qualified to fight back against 
that ignorance,” he told those 
assembled. “You’ve spent a 
lot of time studying that part 
of our history, and it squarely 
falls upon the shoulders of 
people like us to go and argue 
back against that ignorance.”

said. “This whole event is all 
about buying local, support-
ing chamber members, sup-
porting local businesses. It’s 
why we do what we do.

“Local business is the 
lifeblood of our chamber,” 
Williams said. “It’s the life-
blood of our community. We 
have restaurants, gift shops, 
service industry, and a wide 
variety of businesses that are 
represented here.

“This event is all about 
them,” she said. “Buying lo-
cal is so, so important. The 
benefits of buying local ben-
efit the community, not just 
the businesses, but also those 
who depend on businesses. 
They depend on local busi-
nesses for a job, or sponsor-
ship of some event, whatever 
it may be, that’s why we sup-
port those local businesses.”

Thursday’s event fea-

tures more than 55 business-
es and non-profits, and clubs, 
and what could be called a 
Taste of Blairsville-Union 
County, as many local restau-
rants will be represented at 
the event. 

Meanwhile, chamber 
workers began organizing 
the event more than a month 
ago.

“It was a lot of work, 
about a month or a little more, 
but we have a fabulous group 
of Chamber staffers that or-
ganized this event,” Williams 
said. “We work hard ever day 
for all of our Chamber busi-
nesses. And that’s what we’re 
here to do, support all of our 
Chamber members.

“It’s our job to show 
the community who our busi-
nesses are and what they have 
to offer,” Williams said. 

The event is a mini-

trade show, much like the 
annual Mountain Home 
Show held annually at North 
Georgia Technical College's 
Blairsville Campus. The only 
difference, it’s a broad vari-
ety of businesses in one lo-
cation; it’s not just regulated 
to one industry – it’s service, 
retail, and restaurants. 

“We'll have more than 
50 businesses and non-profits 
in one location, which makes 
a perfect recipe for shopping 
local,” Williams said.

As usual, Blairsville 
Mayor Jim Conley is thor-
oughly impressed by the 
event.

“Buying local keeps 
money in town,” he said. 
“This event is a chance for 
businesses to help each other. 
Some of these businesses, 
people don’t even realize that 
they’re here. There are a lot 
of up and coming businesses 
here in Blairsville and Union 
County, and it's exciting.”

Union County Sole 
Commissioner Lamar Paris 
agreed with Mayor Conley 
and said the event was a true 
showcase of what Blairsville 
and Union County have to of-
fer.

“This event is truly 
important,” Paris said. “Any-
time you can get people to 
think about buying local, it’s 
huge. This event shows just 
how vibrant our community 
really is, and how it's grow-
ing.”
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