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not getting as much money as
we had hoped to get.”
Student population is up
at the high school, however,
so projects there can expect to
receive about $115,000 more
in state funding over the pre-
vious year, but Union County
Schools Assistant Facilities
Director Chris Crow said in
the meeting that they had an-

for about five classrooms of
the 10 on the addition, which
is still not a bad deal,” said
Crow.

The meeting was called
in order to approve the funds
so that construction could
begin as quickly as possible
before students come back to
school.

“We want to get the con-

“There’s no room in
this building, so the 10 class-
room addition is going to let
us spread out a little bit more,
give people more room,” said
Crow. “There’s no storage —
every little nook and cranny is
full of something. This is go-
ing to help us out a ton.”

Other projects are on-
going at the primary school,

including renovations to the
roof and the installation of a
new HVAC system, which are
expected to be completed by
the time school begins in Au-
gust.

“You get 30 years on
a building — it’s just like a
house, you’ve got to do some-
thing to it,” said Crow.

ticipated the state’s contribu-
tion to be closer to $600,000
at the primary school.

Student population is up
since the primary school was
built in 1984, hence the need
for classroom additions, but
based on last year’s number of
full-time equivalent students,
the state calculated its total
contribution at $349,650.

“There’snotreally much
we could have done about it
regardless, but they’re paying

Construction is underway to build 10 new classrooms at Union County
Primary School. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

crete poured for the addition
and the steel up,” said Super-
intendent Steppe. “That gives
us about four weeks. We’ll
have to hustle, but we think
it’ll be a safer situation.”

Construction is expect-
ed to be completed by Jan.
1 on the 10 classrooms and
hallway with bathrooms, all
of which will lead from a cor-
ridor near the cafeteria of the
primary school, out toward
the playground area.
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so give us a call. That’s what
we’re here for.”

Captain Williams
opened with some words of
advice.

“Remember, if it sounds
too good to be true, it’s prob-
ably to good to be true,” she
said.

Her first example, a
nationwide scam that has in-
creased in popularity during
2015 — an Internal Revenue
Service scam.

The caller will identify
himself or herself as an IRS
agent and notify the victim
that they owe Uncle Sam for a
delinquent tax bill and need to
pay up immediately.

“First, if you think you
owe money, call the IRS)”
Capt. Williams said. “If you
know you don’t owe them
anything, then hang up.”

According to Capt. Wil-
liams, other ways to determine
that the agent is a fraud is, the
IRS will not contact you by
telephone — they will send
a letter in the mail first. An-
other example: The IRS also

won’t ask you to pay anything
without giving you the op-
portunity to appeal. They also
will never ask you to send the
money using a prepaid debit
card or ask for your debit
card or credit card number to
pay the bill. Finally, the IRS
would never threaten to call
the local police if you cannot,
or refuse to pay.

“These scammers try to
get you by threats and intimi-
dation,” Capt. Williams said.
“That’s why they target the el-
derly and those who are most
vulnerable in our society.”

Detective  Henderson
went in another direction to
discuss other instances where
the elderly are preyed upon —
elderly abuse.

In order to properly rec-
ognize and respond to those
crimes, the Sheriff’s Office
recently underwent training
to help identify, prevent, and
prosecute the abuse of senior
citizens.

“Over 2 million vul-
nerable adults are at risk for
some type of exploitation in

the State of Georgia alone,”
Henderson said. “That exploi-
tation can be scams, physical
abuse, mental, verbal, and
sexual abuse, along with ne-
glect. Those suffering from
Alzheimer’s or dementia will
be the most vulnerable.”

SSgt. Osborn answered
questions from the audience
following his discussion on
computer scams and social
media; he also touched on
scams mentioned earlier in
the session.

“Whenever you’re on
social media, mainly Face-
book or Twitter, do not give
your birthday out. Do not give
your Social Security number
out to anybody. Not over the
phone, not anywhere,” he
said. “That’s the first thing
(scammers) will try to get is
your Social Security number
and your birthday.

“If you go to the drug
store, they’re going to ask for
your birthday, and that’s fine,
just don’t give them the year.
That’s what I do. They should
already know the year. Once

they get your name, Social
Security number, and birth-
day, they’ve got you.”

Another scam is a caller
will tell you that you didn't
report for jury duty and you
owe $250 or a warrant will be
issued for your arrest.

“That doesn’t hap-
pen anywhere in the United
States. If you don’t show up
we’ll knock on your door and
say, ‘hey, come on, let's go,
you've got jury duty.’”

Following the one-hour
session and question-and-an-
swer segment, everyone went
home feeling a little better
about the next time the phone
rings or when a strange e-mail
appears in their inbox, thanks
to the men and women of the
Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

“It’s an honor to be
here,” Sheriff Mason told
the audience. “We’re here to
serve and protect you and do
it to the very best of our abil-
ity. Sadly, there are so many
scams out there nowadays
that a lot of people are getting
caught up in.”
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welcome to bring your own
bowls, knives, measuring
cups, spoons, funnels etc.
but they do have these items
at the cannery for your use.

The plant is located
at 148 Old Smokey Road in
Blairsville. For more details
you may call (706) 439-
6030, and visit them on the
web at http://ucfarmersmar-
ket.com/Cannery.aspx, or
contact them by e-mail at
cannery @uniongov.com.

As for the Farmers
Market, Saturday will be
Sweet Corn Day, which leads
up to one of the most popular
events of the year, the Green
Bean Festival, which begins
July 25th.

The Blairsville Maid, Dot Patterson, believes in the Cannery at the Union County Farmers Market.
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Wine List: Earl’s Reserve, RoDawg Red, Homemade Sin, They Lord,
Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon, Just Loaferin’, and Sharptop Seyval

Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru

¢

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel
Lindsey Gaylord * Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter * Sasha Watson

Directions from Blairsville:
515 West to Nottely Dam Road,
North to Odom Road, West to Winery
at the end of Odom Road #637

Wednesday - Saturday 11 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. til 5 p.m.

706-745-3094

odomspringsvineyards.com
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f
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MObtintain Life
T E A M

Call us today - (877) 633-8186

TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS.
REALTY PARTNERS

with coupon, limit I per check I
Burrer Hours: THURS - SAT 11A-9p, Sun 11A-8p

51 Earnest Street, Blairsville, GA
706-745-0837

Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN THE KIDS UP
FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

WAZOO! QUILTING

A || Longarm Quilting
h ‘ Commission Quilts
‘ Quilt Restoration
AV
Located in Blairsville, GA

Quick Turn Around
706-781-1423

ORTGAGE

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

> 70640042988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

allResigentiall

If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 « Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

FINANCIAL GROUP, INC

CD coming due? Compare our
rates.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Native Brokerage
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

LEASING BOAT

S ATERSPORTS

S00N!

‘00N BOATS - JET SKTS - KAYAKS & MORE! :
Renfal Cenfer:  SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS - PARTS & ACCESSORIES Sales & Service:
1733 Morphy Huy (706} 835-1222 2132 Murehy Huy
;5 UNION COUNTY RESIDENTS RECEIVE 10% OFF WEEKDAY RENTALS WITH THIS ADD! f

NORTHGEORCIAWATERSPORTS CCO

Atfordable @

=

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HIAwAssee, GA
411D HigHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

Fresh Roastecﬁ
Coffee, Hot &
Cold Drinks

Breakfast &
Lunch
Catering

Monday - Thursday
7:00am - 4:30pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00am - 4:30pm

44A Town Square, Blairsville, GA

9 (706) 745-0073 )

We’re banking on
OUR

SSQUTHERN

706-754-0001 * Clarkesville
706-745-5588 * Blairsville

FDIC www.sbandt.com




