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by Friday and striped by the
end of next week.

The new turn lane is
two months in the making,
but in the meantime, serious
accidents in this same stretch
of road prompted a meet-
ing between the county and
GDOT to investigate other
problem areas and to work to-
ward a solution.

Commissioner  Paris
held a meeting with DOT on
Tuesday, July 14, to discuss
these problem areas. In the
meeting were County Man-
ager Larry Garrett, Sheriff
Mack Mason and represen-
tatives from the Blairsville
Police Department, as well as
the fire department and EMS.

From this meeting,

three suggestions were made
and are currently being con-
sidered by DOT.

The first would bring
the speed limit down from 65
mph to 55 mph in the stretch
from Meeks Park to just past
the traffic light at Kiutuestia
Creek Road, heading toward
Blue Ridge.

A second consideration
is to install left turn arrows at
all four traffic positions at the
Kiutuestia Creek Road traf-
fic light, another area that has
seen its fair share of accidents
with its low visibility over
the horizon from the west for
traffic turning left at the light.

Another consideration
by the DOT is to possibly
put a concrete median at the

interstate intersection in front
of the lower exit at Walmart,
which would inhibit people
from turning left out of Wal-
mart onto Georgia 515.

This last consideration
comes after the fatal accident
that claimed the life of Me-
lissa Dawn Rice on Saturday,
June 13, as Rice, traveling
west on Georgia 515, struck
a vehicle that turned into her
path to enter Walmart.

A concrete  barrier
would prevent drivers from
turning left out of Walmart
and sitting in the median,
waiting for traffic to clear
heading east toward Blairs-
ville on Georgia 515, and
therefore potentially blocking
the view of motorists making

left turns into Walmart from
Georgia 515.

Part of this consider-
ation would be to preserve
the turn lanes currently at
this intersection, to allow en-
try to Walmart from Georgia
515 West, but to block traffic
from sitting in the intersec-
tion having turned left across
the highway from Walmart.

“We’re hoping within
the next two to three weeks
we’ll hear back from them on
the speed limit,” said Com-
missioner Paris. “That’s what
we hope will get done quick-
est and first, is the speed limit.
And then, our second thing
we would hope for is turn ar-
rows at the (Kiutuestia Creek
Road) red light to help there,
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at best it was a severe reces-
sion. And of course, that could
happen again, and it could
even be worse the next time.

“Were that to happen,
then these numbers may not
mean a whole lot. But assum-
ing that things are not worse
and they’re at least this good,
we are conservatively estimat-
ing we will only collect the
same amount over the next
six years.”

Commissioner  Paris,

though fiscally conservative
out of caution, remains opti-
mistic about future sales tax
collections.

“However, if that were to
increase, which our collections
now are running anywhere
from 3 to 5 percent over what
they were this same period be-
fore — if they were to increase,
say, up to 5 percent, then we’d
be collecting $25.5 million as
opposed to the $22 million,”
said Commissioner Paris.

“We’re excited that
when this current SPLOST
period of slightly less than
six years is over, the SPLOST
revenue will pay off our com-
munity center plus all of our
SPLOST 1V projects that we
have set up. They will all be
paid off as well, so we will not
have any debt.”

The bond issuance to
JPMorgan Chase of $8.185
million at a 1.69 percent rate
of interest is set to be paid off

by June 1,2021.

“Part of the reason the
county gets such a good in-
terest rate is because you do
a great job of managing your
budget year after year, con-
servative budget practices,
and that’s what buyers look
at,” Gabe Agan said to Com-
missioner Paris. Agan is with
Raymond James out of Cart-
ersville, and helped the coun-
ty shop around for a good deal
on the bond issuance.
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VIII, and Mrs. Brown, You've
Got A Lovely Daughter.

A British pop heavy-
weight himself, Noone found
success during the same era
as The Beatles, and knew The
Fab Four from his early days
with Herman’s Hermits, be-
fore the man who discovered
The Beatles, manager Brian
Epstein, died.

“I knew (Brian) pretty
well, he was a really nice
bloke,” said Noone. “I thought
he was a brilliant manager as
well. He set the Beatles up
beautifully as gents. It was a
pretty rough bunch when he
got them, so he polished them
up nicely and kept them to-
gether for much longer than
anybody expected.”

Much has changed
since he entered the business

in the 1960s, said Noone, as
music has become less of a
shared experience than in yes-
teryears.

“When I was a kid, my
mother listened to the same
songs I did — they were just
on the radio,” said Noone.
“You’d be in the car and you
would hear songs. Now, ev-
erybody listens to their own
personal choices.

“You see a car go by,
and there’s some kid watching
a movie in the backseat, and
there’s some kid with a head-
set on playing a game. The
mom is listening to one thing,
chatting on her phone, and the
father is listening to whatever
he wants to. It used to be peo-
ple sat in the car and shared
the music that was on.”

And even after all these

years, Noone still gets a kick
when he hears one of his own
songs playing over the radio.

“When we made those
records, it was never on the
menu 50 years from now,” said
Noone. “It was not even five
weeks from now that records
disappeared forever, I remem-
ber. People my age were the
first generation of people who
were able to collect music.
My parents couldn’t collect
their favorite records — that
didn’t exist. Now, they’re all
there for everybody.

“Once upon a time, I
collected music. I'd go and
buy a Buddy Holly record,
and I would bring all my
friends around to listen to it.
There was no way to share it
with them other than listening
to it.”

Music used to be easier
to share among friends in that
jukeboxes, record players and
radios were primary sources
of experiencing music, and
people would gather around
these beacons of tonal expres-
sion, as opposed to everyone
owning their own inexpensive
MP3 players today.

And this Friday, Noone
with Herman’s Hermits will
be sharing his music via an-
other tried-and-true method of
communal experience — with
concerts for all who attend the
Fair.

“It’s nice, I’ve been
there before, I like it,” said
Noone. “I'm a bit of a tour-
ist. I’ll probably get there the
night before and spend the
day in Hiawassee.”
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felony omission of a practi-
tioner, which are related to
prescription fraud, accord-
ing to arrest warrants.

In sum, Gowder is al-
leged to have obtained a
prescription from different
doctors, and forging pre-
scriptions using the name of
other doctors, according to
the Union County Sheriff’s
Office.

Gowder’s arrest fol-
lows an extensive investi-

gation and review of local
pharmacy records, Union
County Sheriff Mack Mason
said.

The sheriff added
that the investigation is not
over.

The arrest is the sec-
ond for Gowder since April
1. Two agents with the Zell
Miller Drug Task Force ar-
rested him in Blue Ridge on
charges of first-degree forg-
ery, and obtaining danger-

ous drugs by fraud.

His Blue Ridge arrest
launched an investigation by
Union County authorities.

The Union County
Sheriff’s Office asks if any-
one has any information
related to this case, contact
Union County Sheriff’s De-
tective Capt. Chad Deyton
at (706) 439-6066. Any in-
formation will be held in
strict confidence, according
to the Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff Mack Mason

then we’ve just got to look
and see what all the options
are for the center.”

Safer driving condi-
tions can only do so much,
however, as the burden of
safe driving falls largely on
drivers themselves.

“When you’re going
by an intersection, especially
a big one like here at Meeks
Park and out there at Wal-

mart, people should slow
down just a little bit when
they go through there, and
they should be looking,” said
Commissioner Paris. “You’ve
got to be paying attention, be-
cause we’re growing. We’re
getting more people and more
traffic. We’re going to have
issues, and people have to
slow down and be vigilant
and concentrate on driving.”
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(HAWN'S HOME FURNISHINGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”
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Excellence in Organic Hair Care

706-781-3015 * 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
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Wine List: Earl’s Reserve, RoDawg Red, Homemade Sin, They Lord,
Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon, Just Loaferin’, and Sharptop Seyval

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA
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Motntain Life
T E A M

Call us today - (877) 633-8186

Susan Anderson ¢ Glory McGinn Reel
Lindsey Gaylord * Connie Goodwin
Valorie Carter * Sasha Watson

Wednesday - Saturday 11 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. til 5 p.m.

706-745-3094

Directions from Blairsville:
515 West to Nottely Dam Road,
North to Odom Road, West to Winery

at the end of Odom Road #637 odomspnngsvmeyards.com

706-835:1209 f

TheMountainLifeTeam.com
KELLERWILLIAMS.
REALTY PARTNERS

FpEE=—__-__—_—_—_—-—=n
EL 4 _‘
ANZANILG

10% OFF"

with coupon, limit I per check I
Burrer Hours: THURS - SAT 11A-9p, Sun 11A-8p

51 Earnest Street, Blairsville, GA
706-745-0837

Trackrock Stables

TIME TO SIGN THE KIDS UP
FOR HORSE CAMP CHECK
TRACKROCK.COM FOR DATES

TRAIL RIDES, LESSONS, BOARDING
$5 LOCAL DISCOUNT

For reservations call 706-745-5252

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

WAZOO! QUILTING

A || Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706440042988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

CommercialgResidential

’ FINANCIAL GROUP, INC
If you are looking for Great Service,
Competitive Rates and Fees,

Look No Further!

JENNIFER JOHNSON, Branch Manager NMLS#190999
566 Murphy Rd, Suite 102 « Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-LOAN (5626) » 706-897-2406 (Cell)
jennifer@mfglends.com « www.MFGLends.com
Licensed Mortgage Lender NMLS#219650

Complimentary Retirement
Plan Reviews

A |..

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

Native Brokerage
706-897-4131
706-897-2454

www.gamountaingetaway.com

WMM
SLIPS NOW!

‘00N BOATS - JETSI.‘I! KAYAKS & MORE!

Rental Center: smts SERVICE - RENTALS - PARTS & ACCESSORIES Sales & Service:
1733 Murphy Hwy (706) 835-1222 2132 Murphy Fuy
é UNION COUNTY RESIDENTS RECEIVE 10% OFF WEEKDAY RENTALS WITH ThiS aoo!  f

NORTHGEORGIAWATERSPORTS, CO

Atfordable @

=

HEARING AID
SOLUTIONS

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding

Hearing Instrument Specialist

71A BERRONG STREET * HIAwAssee, GA
411D HigHwAY 515 ¢ BLAIRsVILLE, GA

Fresh Roaste(ﬁ
Coffee, Hot &
Cold Drinks

Breakfast &
Lunch
Catering

Monday - Thursday
7:00am - 4:30pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00am - 4:30pm

44A Town Square, Blairsville, GA

9 (706) 745-0073 )

We’re banking on
DUK

SSQUTHERN

706-754-0001 * Clarkesville
706-745-5588 * Blairsville

FDIC www.sbandt.com




