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City, County sign deal on new Energy tax

By Todd Forrest
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

Hot topics at the Blairs-
ville City Council meeting
included a water main break
on Jan. 4th near Cobb Vant-
ress Inc. resulted in a Boil
Water Advisory by the City
of Blairsville; the expansion
of the Blairsville Municipal
Airport, and adoption of the
county's Energy Excise Tax.

One of the the items
that impacted city and county
residents concluded with the
Council agreeing unanimous-
ly to an intergovernmental ac-
cord with Union County Sole
Commissioner Lamar Paris to
adopt an Energy Excise Tax
ordinance.

The county adopted the
tax ordinance at its December
meeting.

While the explanation of the

Commissioner Lamar Paris

ordinance is fairly compli-
cated, basically, the excise tax
replaces revenue that would
be lost by the county and city
from a sales tax exemption the
state has placed on energy uti-
lized for manufacturing, Paris
said.

It is not an additional
tax, but simply replaces lost
sales tax through energy con-
sumption. Under the ordinance

Mayor Jim Conley

the county adopted, if the city
wanted to receive their portion
of the revenue, they had to ap-
prove an intergovernmental
agreement, Paris said.

“I made the presentation
to Mayor Jim Conley and the
City Council and they agreed
to sign on,” he said. “By sign-
ing the agreement, the city will
receive the same amount of
revenue collected by the county

as they would from SPLOST
and LOST revenues.”

According to Paris,
who addressed the City Coun-
cil prior to the Council's inter-
governmental accord with the
county, Georgia House Bill
36 passed by during the last
session of the Georgia Gen-
eral Assembly allows an ex-
emption for industry from the
sales tax paid on energy used
in the process of manufactur-
ing.

“In our area, it is a rela-
tively small amount, but in
counties that have lots of large
manufacturing plants and car-
pet mills, the lost revenue by
the counties and cities could
be dramatic,” Paris said.

The new law allows
any county to protect their
own sales tax losses from the
exemption.

The sales tax exemp-

See Excise Tax, Page 2A

By Todd Forrest
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

One of these days, Bai-
ley Grace Brown will realize
that back in 2013, there really
was a big fuss when she was
born.

Well, it took seven days
but the first baby of the new
year in Union County finally
arrived and Shane and Alexis
Brown are now the proud par-
ents of adorable Bailey Grace
Brown.

And the fussing part,
well, Bailey Grace is on the
front page of the North Geor-
gia News.

Born on Monday, Jan.
7th, Bailey Grace wasn't ex-
actly all smiles when she en-
tered the world. Yes, she came
into the world crying thanks to
Dr. Cynthia Mercer.

Dr. Mercer did her job

and gave Bailey Grace that all

The first baby is here!

Alexis and Bailey
important welcome into the
world.

She may be a basketball
star some day for the Lady
Panthers. Bailey Grace came
into the world at 19.5 inches
long and weighing 7 pounds.
She's well on her way to play-
ing in the paint.

Shane and Alexis (AKA
Daddy and Mommy), the

See Bailey, Page 2A

Democrats honor J.W. Payne

By Charles Duncan
North Georgia News
editor @nganews.com

If you know J.W. Payne
real well, you know he's a dye-
in-the-wool Democrat.

If you don't know J.W.
real well, you'll know soon
enough, he's a Democrat.

On Thursday night last
week at the Union County
Senior Center, more than 40
friends and fellow Democrats
came out to toast J.W. for his
44 years in office as Union
County Tax Commissioner.

J.W. didn't seek reelec-
tion last May during qualify-
ing for local offices. It's the
first time he hasn't qualified for
public office in 56 years.

J.W. spent 12 years on
the Union County Board of Ed-
ucation prior to running for Tax
Commissioner in 1968. And
yes, he also was a Democrat
then.

Back in the day, it was
rare for a member of the Re-
publican party to win an elec-
tion in Union County. Many
tried, few succeeded.

That wasn't the case for
J.W. because he never lost a
race in seeking 14 terms of of-
fice, three on the Board of Edu-
cation and having served as an
11-time elected tax commis-

Retired Union County Tax Commlssmner J.W. Payne gets a warm
reception at the Senior Center as Democrats and friends paid tribute
to him for his many years of service. Photo/Charles Duncan

sioner.

“I was never beat in
an election, and I thank y'all
for that,” J.W. told the crowd.
“Running an election is a little
different for me than it is for
a lot of people. If T wanted a
person to vote for me, I always
tried to do my best to ask them,
whether they were Republican,
Democrat or of another party
affiliation.

“I just came out and asked
them,” J.W. said. “And you bet-
ter believe, I'll never be guilty of
campaigning in church.”

Union County Democratic
Party Chair Nelson Thomas pre-
sented J.W. with a plaque hon-
oring his years of service to the
Democratic Party and his years
of service to Union County.

See 'Dub', Page 3A

Jaycees honored by Chamber

By Todd Forrest
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

The Blairsville/Union
County Chamber of Com-
merce had a record turnout
for its opening meeting of the
new year.

The Union County
Community Center played
host to Business After Hours,
the kick off event for 2013.

The large turnout could
be attributed to the honoring
of the Blairsville Jaycees as
the Business of the Quarter.

It's crystal clear the
amount of respect the local
community holds for the Jay-
cees as they deserve any and
all accolades bestowed on
their esteemed organization.

And Blairsville/Union
County Chamber of Com-
merce President Cindy Wil-
liams was simply ecstatic.

“I know you may think
I'm crazy, but I really get a
high off of seeing this many
people here tonight," she said.
"It means the world to me and
I know it means a lot to the
Jaycees that we're honoring
tonight for their contributions
in the community.”

Williams continued by
pointing out that the Blairs-
ville Jaycees and the Sorghum

Chamber President Cindy Williams sings the praises of the Blairsville
Jaycees last week at Business After Hours. Photo/Todd Forrest

Festival are as synonymous as
homemade biscuits and sor-
ghum syrup.

“You can't say the name
Blairsville Jaycees and not
think Sorghum Festival,” Wil-
liams said. “If you didn't know
that, then thats one of the first
things you need to learn when
you move into this communi-
ty. So much of our history here
is based on sorghum.”

However, the Jaycees
work is never done, nor does
it revolve around the month of
October.

All proceeds from the
festival are poured directly
back into community pro-
grams. The group is on the
front lines when it comes to
giving back during the Christ-

See Jaycees, Page 3A

Sheriff unveils

By Charles Duncan
North Georgia News
editor @nganews.com

Newly elected Union
County Sheriff Mack Mason
has selected his administration
team for the Union County
Sheriff's Office.

Mason, a Blairsville
Republican, defeated Incum-
bent Democratic Sheriff Scott
Stephens in the November
General Election, to become
the first Republican sheriff in
Union County in 64 years.

Mason's administration
will be led by John George,
a retired Chief of Police from
Davie, Fla.

George will oversee
the department's administra-
tive and operational functions,

department's administration

Sheriff Mack Mason

Sheriff Mason said.

George is a resident of
Union County, where he cur-
rently lives with his wife of 20
years. He began his law en-
forcement career in 1977 with
the Davie, Florida Police De-

partment, where he served for
more than 30 years in a number
of law enforcement capacities.
In the latter part of
his law enforcement career,
George was named chief of po-
lice of his department, and was
over more than 250 employees
while serving a community of
more than 90,000 residents.
George served as police
chief for just under nine years.
The administration under
Sheriff Mason also includes
Craig Davenport in Courts
and Warrants, Tim Derflinger
in property crimes investiga-
tions, Melanie Harris oversee-
ing GCIC operations, Darren
Jones overseeing the School
Resource Officers, Mike Ler-

See Administration, Page 6A

Fire leaves

By Charles Duncan
North Georgia News
editor @nganews.com

A mother and father and
their two small children are
homeless following a fire that
destroyed their home on Pat
Colwell Road last week.

Union County Fire &
Rescue Capt. Richard Jones
said the Bingham family had
gone shopping to Walmart.
When they returned, smoke
had already filled the house,
Capt. Jones said.

famlly of four homeless

The Bingham home on Pat Colwell Road was destroyed by fire last week.

New heart monitor will save lives in Suches

By Todd Forrest
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

The sirens and flash-
ing lights of an ambulance
are never a welcomed experi-
ence.

But for those feeling the
early stages of potential heart
attack, every second feels like
an eternity and the sirens can
never arrive soon enough.

Thanks to Union Gen-
eral Hospital, the county is
now better equipped to save
lives by saving time.

The hospital recently
purchased a new EKG ma-
chine for the Suches (Station
5) Rescue Truck, capable of
transmitting EKG readings
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Station 5 firefighters and paramedics are excited about heart monitoring
equipment donated by Union General Hospital. Photo/Todd Forrest

from the field to Union Gen-
eral or any hospital, saving up
to 30 minutes of life.
According to Director
Wesley Rogers, a half hour is

vital to saving heart muscle,
and the more heart muscle
saved, the better the outcome.

See EKG, Page 2A

UCHS' new art graces the school cafeteria

By Todd Forrest
North Georgia News
Staff Writer
The Union County

High School cafeteria re-
ceived a makeover over the
Christmas holidays thanks to
Union County High School
Art Teacher Molly Marsh and
her young group of artist-ex-
traordinaires.

Director of the Union
County Schools Nutrition
Program Courtney Waller
went to Marsh with a con-
cept early in the school year
and the Union County High

Thank these artists for the beautiful artwork in the UCHS Cafeteria.

See Blaze, Page 2A The family of four is homeless and in need. Photo/ Charles Duncan See Art Work, Page 3A Photo/Todd Forrest
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